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Cover of the July-September 1898 issue of the Christian Science Quarterly and inside 
title pages of the Bible and Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures (139th ed., 
1898) by Mary Baker Eddy, publications used in the daily study of the weekly Bible Lessons 

As Mary Baker Eddy's student, and 
member of The Christian Science 
Bible Lesson Committee at various 
times from 1898-1927, Irving C. 
Tomlinson observed, "viewed his
torically, the [Christian Science] 
Bible Lessons are a plant of sturdy 
growth."1 

This article considers some of the 
aspects of the evolution of these 
Bible Lessons, including the inter
denominational Uniform Series of 
the International Sunday-School 
Bible Lessons and the twenty-six 
Bible lesson topics later designated 
by Mrs. Eddy for her church. Of 
those twenty-six Bible Lesson sub
jects, Tomlinson notes that Mrs. 
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Eddy received them "through in
spiration. "2 William P. McKenzie, 
also a student of Mrs. Eddy and 
member of The Christian Science 
Bible Lesson Committee from 
1896-1917, further informs us that 
"it was understood that these top
ics covered the course of instruc
tion given by her [Mrs. Eddy] in 
[Christian Science] class teaching."3 

It then is perhaps no small matter 
to consider the historic context in 
which these weekly Bible Lessons 
emerged, since Mrs. Eddy, herself, 
has written of them as " ... a lesson 
on which the prosperity of Chris
tian Science largely depends. "4 

The Origin of the International Bible 
Lesson Series 

As one noted author has written 
on this subject: "The system of Inter
national Lessons did not spring up in 
a night .... The plan was the culmina-

tion of a long series of experiments 
with systems of biblical study. "5 Most 
acknowledge that this experimenta
tion began in the 1780's with Robert 
Raikes in England. Raikes faced the 
task of teaching reading, writing and 
church catechism to criminals and the 

Robert Raikes. 
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poor in England. His system, which 
gathered the poor and uneducated 
together each Sunday to be instructed 
by women teachers, provided both 
the stimulus and inspiration to more 
widespread education - secular and 
religious - for those in England and 
America. 

From 1800 to 1825 the focus of reli
gious education in America largely 
centered on the strict memorization 
of Bible verses. This methodology 
proved less than fully adequate, so 
that by 1825 a new system known as 
the "limited lesson" or the "selected 
lesson" was launched. These new 
Bible lesson plans were designed 
for use in Sunday-schools (which 
included both adults and children) 
and centered around "... a course 
of scriptural selections extending 
through five years, of forty lessons 
each year, and including 'the princi
pal facts and truths of the Bible.' "6 By 
1827, various publishers, including 
the American Sunday-School Union 
(organized in 1824), produced a wide 
array of annual lesson books designed 
to encourage, over a number of years, 
the study of the whole Bible in 
chronological or subject-organized 
portions. Yet the very multiplicity of 
publishers, arrangements, approaches 
and selections meant that these 
lessons were still very far from the 
hoped for ideal of either national 
or international unity in Scriptural 
study. This period of development in 
the International Bible Lessons has 
been very aptly termed the "Babel 
Series." After all, "each denomination 
and prominent Sunday-school pub
lishing house put forth a scheme of 
lessons of its own, putting emphasis 
upon its creed, or planned to suit its 
constituency. "7 

Such separatism was overcome, 
gradually, starting with what had been 
learned from the tragic experiences 
of the American Civil War of the 
1860's- that division was perilous to 
society and religion. Added to this 
was a ground swell of requests at Sun
day-school teachers' institutes, held 
from 1862-1869, for a uniform topic 
of study. Edward Eggleston, of The 
National Sunday-School Teacher, ex
pressed, in 1869, the growing need: 

"One lesson for the school- the 
same in the Bible classes, the 
main school and the infant class, 
but adapted by teachers to the 
capacities and wants of each, 
is ... the foundation for all true 
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advancement. It gives concentra
tion, oneness, heart, life, success. 
... Without a uniform lesson there 
can be no teachers' meeting ... 
unity of thought in hymns and 
prayer is out of the question; the 
moral power of a large number 
studying the same passage is 
destroyed. There can be no such 
thing as an effective school with
out a uniform lesson of some 
kind."8 

Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull, Secretary 
of the Executive Committee for the 
National Sunday-School Convention, 
noted the problems that beset this 
desired goal of a uniform Bible lesson 

plan and the means by which success 
in this endeavor was finally reached 
in these words: 

" ... Apparently no publishing 
society or house was originally 
desirous of the experiment [of 
a uniform Bible lesson series]. 
Most of the prominent Sunday
school men of the nation doubted 
both its feasibility and its desir
ableness. It was the common peo
ple of the United States - the 
great mass of Bible students 
through the length and breadth 
of the land - who pressed for it, 
creating a public sentiment in its 
behalf not easily resisted. "9 



Due to such a popular outcry, the 
Executive Meeting of the National 
Sunday-School Convention held on 
July 10, 1871, endorsed the view that, 
"the Sunday-school cause in our 
country would be greatly promoted 
if the publishers of Sunday-school 
lessons would unite on a uniform 
series of topics for the [Bible] lessons 
of 1872."10 A committee of five was 
appointed to prepare a trial set of top
ics for the Uniform Bible Lessons. The 
committee's membership included: 
Edward Eggleston of The National 
Sunday-School Teacher; Richard 
Newton, Editor for the periodicals of 
the American Sunday-School Union; 
John H. Vincent of the Methodist Epis
copal Sunday-School Union; Henry C. 
McCook of the Presbyterian Board of 
Publication; and B. F. Jacobs, a Baptist 
from Chicago. 

The committee published their 
selections for the Uniform Sunday
School Bible Lessons in the October 

1871 issue of The Sunday-School 
World. These committee-selected sub
jects and Bible citations left each reli
gious group and their respective 
publishing houses free to package 
these lessons with its own explana
tions, questions, or other helps on 
each lesson. This freedom of pres en
tation enabled the lessons to meet the 
specific needs of most Protestant 
churches. After all, the purpose of the 
committee on the Uniform Lessons 
was to insure uniformity in weekly 
subjects and the Bible verses selected 
for each lesson topic only and not to 
attempt to enforce uniformity among 
the churches in doctrine or methods 
of instruction. 

Evidently, the first set of subjects 
proved sufficiently promising so that 
by the fifth National Sunday-School 
Convention, held in Indianapolis in 
1872, the following resolution was 
passed that established the permanent 
foundation for the Uniform Series of 
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the International Sunday-School Bible 
Lessons: 

((Resolved: That the convention 
appoint a committee, to consist of 
five clergymen and five laymen, 
to select a course of Bible lessons 
for a series of years not exceeding 
seven, which shall, as far as they 
may decide possible, embrace a 
general study of the whole Bible, 
alternating between the Old and 
New Testaments semi-annually 
or quarterly, as they shall deem 
best; and to publish a list of such 
lessons as fully as possible, and at 
least for the two years next ensu
ing, as early as the first of August, 
1872; and that this convention 
recommend their adoption by the 
Sunday-schools of the whole 
country; and that this committee 
have power to fill any vacancies 
that may occur in their number 
by reason of the inability of any 
member to serve. "11 

The first committee on the Uniform 
Lessons consisted of representatives 
from the Baptist, Congregational, Epis
copal, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
Churches. The committee selected a 
cycle of lessons for seven years in a 
general chronological order from both 
the Old and New Testaments.12 By this 
method, some 31,173 verses (about 
one-sixth of the Bible) were studied in 
the first seven years (1872-1879) of 
the International Series. Lesson texts 
for each week were composed of ten 
to twenty verses per lesson, and there 
were forty-eight lessons per year (the 
last Sunday in every three months 
being for review, or a lesson selected 
locally by each Sunday-school). By 
1874, "Golden Texts" (later to be 
known as the "Key Verses") were 
added to the format of the Inter
national Bible Lesson Series. 

The new system of uniform Bible 
lessons found instant popularity in 
the United States as an important 
means of promoting Scriptural study. 
In 1875, these new uniform lessons 
had found acceptance in nineteen 
nations, so that by 1905, approxi
mately twenty-six million adults and 
children were studying the Uniform 
Series of the International Sunday
School Bible Lessons (or as they were 
more simply known, the "Inter
national Series"). 

The success of these Bible lessons 
had a great deal to do with the specific 
and simple set of instructions adopted 
by the Indianapolis Sunday-School 
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Convention in 1872 for the first and 
subsequent lesson committees. Those 
instructions are as follows: 
"1. Alternation each year between 

the Old and New Testaments. 
2. Beginning with Genesis, to 
select from the Old Testament in 
chronological order. 
3. To spend part of each year in 
studying the life and ministry of 
Christ, beginning with Matthew 
and passing in order through the 
other Gospels. 
4. To follow with lessons on the 
apostles, the planting of the 
Church, and the doctrines of the 
New Testament, as contained in 
Acts and the Epistles. "13 

It has been said that, "so intelli
gently and thoroughly were the selec
tions of the first Lesson Committee 
made that they have been the land
marks of succeeding committees .... "14 

Despite the excellence, popularity, 
or practical utility of the Uniform 
Series of the International Sunday
School Bible Lessons, they have been 
criticized as being too fragmentary 
and not allowing enough latitude 
for specific denominational study or 
emphasis. Yet on the whole, those 
who adopted them felt they had been 
educated to a more comprehensive 
knowledge of the Bible, provided a 
basis on which unity of study and 
instruction was possible, and given 
access to a whole new range of tools to 
aid them in Scriptural study encour
aged by the International Series (a 
series that has stood the test of time, 
and is still published and used today 
by some 40 million Christians world
wide). It is perhaps these very positive 
and helpful aspects of the Interna
tional Series that paved the way for it 
to be used from August 1888 to March 
1899 by the Christian Science Church. 
After all, it must be remembered that 
the new members to the fledgling 
Christian Science Church were largely 
coming from American Protestant 
churches where they had seen how 
useful the International Series could 
be in promoting unity in Scriptural 
study and teaching. 

The Use of the International Series 
by Christian Scientists 

In the June 1888 issue of The Chris
tian Science Journal there was an arti
cle stating that beginning in July15 

there would appear "Notes on the 
International Sunday-school Lessons, 
written from a Christian Science 
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standpoint, by FrankE. Mason, C.S.B., 
assistant pastor of the Church of 
Christ (Scientist), Boston." The notice, 
written and signed by Mason, goes on 
to say: "These notes are issued at the 
request of our beloved Teacher and 
Pastor, Rev. M.B.G. Eddy. The object is 
to avoid conflict of ideas, and estab
lish unity of thought." Furthermore, 
"the full interpretation of the lessons 
will not be attempted; but a general 
line of thought will be indicated, 
which can be enlarged by each reader 
for himself .... We must think for our
selves .... A few moments of solid 
thought will work wonders toward 
unfolding the spiritual interpretation 
of the Scriptures."16 

These notes continued to be in
cluded in the Journal on through the 
March 1889 issue. While there was an 
interruption of two months (in April 

Frank E. Mason 

and May), they appeared again in June 
1889, but were not published in July. 
When published in August it was 
with a change in format, and with the 
new title of "Christian Science Bible 
Lessons (International Series)." These 
continued on through November 
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LESSONS FOR THE QUART~ 

1. LAW Oli: .toV<E. Luko 6 : ll7 -88. 

2. DIVINE COMPASSION. Luko 7: 11-18: 

8. FORGIVENESS AND LOVE. Luke 7 : 8~. 

4. 'JfHE PARABLE OF THE SOW:Ellt. Luko 8: 
4-11). 

S, B:A.J;SEB FROM THE DEAD . . Luke 8: 41, 42, 
49-/)6. 

lh ll'EJIDING -'i!HE MULTITODE. Luke 9: 10-1'1. -.... 

'i'. THE TRANSFIG£mATION: Luke 9: 28-86. 

8. ~ CQ:MloUSSION TO mmi,ST'S DIS.'tm>BES. 
Luke 10; 1-16. 

9, LOVE IS ·TJ;I.E; ).i'tll.FILMNG OF THE LAW. 
Luh 10: 25--&7. 

10. THE P;ERP'J<CT PRAYER. Luke.ll: 1-J.S. 

11. DECErPFGLl{ESS OF • EART1'.1L ¥ POSSES-
SI~NS. LUlte 12: lB-21. ' , • -· 12. rrREA.BUllES IN HEA YEN. Lilh.1$: 2W4. 

·18. BEVCiJTION !1'0' "PRINCIPLE, Daniell; M 7. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

APRIL, 1890. 

LEssoN No. I. APJUL 6. Luka vi. 2i-SS. 

bTROnuaroav. ~our Master lun·ing dono mnny mighty "·orb, 
the Seribcs atul Pharisees wcro tlllctl with mn.dnCI!Il nnd com. 
muncd ono with one another what they might do Lo him. Ho 
went 11p on to tho tnonnt, ;. e., be rose in the ..trength of Spirit 
nnd continued all night in pmyor until the light of tho eternal 
day dispelled the darkness of error ("'-"' dny, 8. & II., p. 6.11 ), 
lllld the twelve liatene<l to tho most wnnderfnl of nil sermons. 
They were tanght the love wl1ich know11 no hate, tho good that 
ovcrcomc.q every clAim of "'il, tl1~ forgivcllCS8 which blesl\ll5 it11 
enemies in the destruction of sin. This sermon Wll8 Lo all that 
hear (nn<lcrstand). Do Christians of to-day understand tho full 
import of these words? This understamling only comes 'l<'heo 
we IU'e re:uiy to listen as little children 1111<1 tciltify In our daily 
life that we Jove ono another 118 he Jnvetl us. Governed by divine 
'Love, we nrc the children of the Highest a.nd our rewnrd will be 
grellt. 

Sldd«:~: J, .. w OP LoT£. GeldeR Tat: " A new eommnnd. ' 
ment I give llllto yon, TbJit yo love one Mother."- John xlii. 114. 
FfJ6Utqu: I. Unselllshnosa of J..oTo. II. Ornni}iOtcnce <>f J..ovo. 
TIL Domonstration of Lava. 

Lxsso:s T=. Jlt~J, Yer. 
t1 Bat. I AJ anto 1011 whlcb heor, Love your oncml""' do (!COd to t.bem 

lllat bato 1011• 
_............, ____ !! B!Ma u.- \bat carea7011, pray !'or tbem \bU dcspltoraUy ue yoa. 
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1889. It was during this period that 
the Christian Science Bible Lessons 
were first issued, by request, as leaf
lets for distribution (June 1889), in the 
same size as the Journal. 17 

Another unfolding step was an
nounced in the August 1889 Journal: 
"The demand for the Christian Sci
ence Bible Lessons is such that it has 
been found necessary to issue them 
as a regular serial. ... All who hold 
Sunday services are earnestly recom
mended to make a study of these 
Lessons a feature of their meetings, 
and to commence with the first of 
the Series. "18 The idea continued in 
another notice on the following page: 

"The Christian Science Bible Lessons 
should be ordered by every group 
meeting for Sunday services. It will be 
better for all Classes to commence 
with No. 1 ... to follow the develop
ment of the thought. These lessons are 
based on the same Scripture Texts as 
the International Series, but there is 
nothing else in common. They are 
Christian Science Bible Lessons, pure 
and simple. .. . They will doubtless 
form one of the standard publications 
of the Publishing Society .... "19 

As further assurance of keeping 
interpretation of the Scriptures imper
sonal in Bible study among Christian 
Scientists, it was announced in the 

William B. Johnson 

Journal that commencing in January 
1890 the Christian Science Bible 
Lessons (International Series) would 
be prepared by a number of Christian 
Science workers, rather than a single 
individual, and would contain "copi
ous references to passages of SCI
ENCE AND HEALTH illustrative of 
the Scripture text under considera
tion. "20 Mrs. Eddy actually appointed 
the committee herself that would 
undertake this work, the members 
being Julia S. Bartlett, William B. 
Johnson, Ira 0. Knapp, and Rev. Lan
son P. Norcross. 21 

An editorial in the January 1890 
Journal makes the following obser
vation of what this significant step 
meant for the individual student of 
Christian Science and for the progress 
of the movement: 

"The first instal[l]ment of the 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE BIBLE 
LESSONS for 1890 marks a new 
departure in this line of work. 
Just enough of the spiritual sense 
of the Scripture text is given to 
outline the thought; abundant ref
erences to the Bible and SCIENCE 
AND HEALTH enable every stu
dent to complete it by his own 
research. The lessons are like the 
outline map of a continent; the 
learner must supply the bound
aries of countries, the location of 
rivers and mountains, towns and 
cities, and the descriptions that 
give life, color, and individuality. 
Several persons have collabo
rated in bringing together these 
lessons; but the leaven of person
ality is wholly absent. .. 
The old forms of worship will 
in due time follow the organiza
tions; no one can prescribe the 

Rev. Lanson P. Norcross 

Members of the first committee to select references from Science and Health to illustrate the topics and Bible citations 
in the International Series 
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new forms. Our Leader recom
mends our dropping old forms as 
fast as we are ready to do so, but 
the new forms must be the growth 
of the new life .... 
The Bible Lessons for 1890 are in 
this line of growth .... "22 

These new committee-prepared 
lessons were less like personal ser
mons, consisted mainly of introduc
tory comments and expository notes 
for reference work, and were pub
lished in January, February, and 
March of 1890, the same page size 
as, but separate from, the Journal. In 
April1890, however, the publication 
became a quarterly one, in a slightly 
smaller size with tan cover, and titled 
Christian Science Quarterly. 

Somewhat simultaneously, an in
teresting experiment was taking place 
to meet the need for sermons in Chris
tian Science services where there was 
no trained speaker. Mrs. G.P. Noyes 
writes for The Christian Science Jour
nal of May 1890: "Recognizing that 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH is both our 
Teacher and Healer, we resolved to 
take it into our pulpit and make it our 
Preacher also, by reading selections 
from it, together with appropriate pas
sages from the Scriptures in place of a 
sermon. This plan we adopted as an 
experiment, believing it would result 
in unity of thought and exclusion of 
error. The result has exceeded our 
most sanguine expectations. In two 
months both church and Sunday 
school have doubled in number. This 
large body of regular attendants is 
united in the opinion that a complete 
and satisfactory public Sunday ser
vice, in this way, has been com
passed." She goes on to describe 
choice of subjects and citations and 
then observes, "The reading of these 
beautiful and inspiring passages to a 
large body of listeners brings out unity 

Mrs. G. P. (Caroline) Noyes 
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and harmony, and largely divests the 
service of a sense of personality. "23 

An immediate retort to Mrs. Noyes' 
article appears in the same Journal 
issue, in the "Editor's Note Book" 
section. The writer points out that 
although the article is "rich in practi
cal suggestiveness ... if our services 
be modelled on those described by 
Sister Noyes, will they not degenerate 
into routine? Collated passages of the 
BIBLE and SCIENCE AND HEALTH 
are undoubtedly more instructive 
than a 'sermon.' But these could be 
repeated from a phonograph, and the 

ence. 24 It should be noted here that 
in 1889 the Friday evening meetings 
of the Boston church had moved 
in that direction, consisting of "an 
address, relation of experiences, and 
discussions on inquiries from the 
audience. "25 

By February of 1891, though, as 
noted in the Journal, there is evi
dence of informal groups coming 
together, not yet regularly organized 
as churches, and using sermons writ
ten or read from Science and Health, 
and Bible Lessons from the Quarterly. 
There is also evidence of organized 

ORDER OF CHURCH SERVICE. 

TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST (SCIENTIST), BOSTON. 

Bt!loved Brethren :-I recommend that you lay aside all 
that is ceremonial even in appearance in our Church, and 
adopt this simple service. 

Before the sermon read one hymn, sing once. Read 
selection from a chapter in the Bible, and, if agreeable to 
pastor and Church, a corresponding paragraph from SciENCE 
AND HEALTH. Repeat alternately the Lord's Prayer, the 
pastor repeating the first sentence and the audience the 
following one. Unite in silent prayerfor all who are present~ 
Close with reading hymn, singing, silent pra.yer, and the 
benediction. Yours lovingly in Christ, 

MARY B. G. EDDY. 

NOTICE. 

THE "Order of Church Service," as reprinted over my 
signature in the October issue of this JOURNAL, was origin
ally indicated by a student, and I consented to it. That 
there be uniformity among Christian Scientists in their 
Church services, I submit the following Order of Exercise: 

Anthem. 
Pastor announces that he will read from the Bible, and 

from SciENCE AND HEALTH. 
Reading. 
Lord's Prayer and Spiritual Version repeated alternately. 
Pastor commences the first line of the Prayer, and repeats 

it with the Church; then he responds to it with the version. 
Next, the Church repeats the second line of the Prayer and 
Pastor responds, and so on to the end. 

Pastor reads Hymn. 
Singing. 
Sermon. 
Collection. 
Pastor reads Hymn. 
Singing. 
Benediction. 

l\IARY B. G. EDDY. 

"Order of Service" published in the October 1891 issue 
of The Christian Science Journal (top) and "Notice" pub
lished in the December 1891 issue of the Journal which 
revised the order (bottom) 

element of personality would be still 
further eliminated, and the service 
would hardly be more mechanical." 
The writer goes on to suggest that the 
coming together of students of Chris
tian Science to praise God would best 
be focussed on the "living epistle" of 
lives demonstrating Christian Sci-

churches (other than the one Mrs. 
Noyes wrote of) using readings from 
the Bible and Science and Health in 
place of sermons.26 One grateful com
ment seems to express the feelings of 
a growing number of appreciative 
students: "What a wonderful help the 
Quarterly Bible Lessons are! They 



(Inset) painting of Mary Baker Eddy by Robert Duane Haley based on a circa 
1886 photograph, and interior of her study at Pleasant View, circa 1893 that 
was published in Pleasant View, Twenty Plates of the Home Surroundings 
of Rev. Mary Baker Eddy, Discoverer and Founder of Christian Science by 
J. F. Gilman and H. E. Carlton, 1894 

seem to be the link connecting SCI
ENCE AND HEALTH and the BIBLE 
-uniting them as one- the Word of 
God."27 

A simple "Order of Church Service" 
was consented to by Mrs. Eddy and 
published in the October 1891 Jour
nal, in which it was at the option of 
the pastor (where there was one) and 
church whether or not to read cor
relative paragraphs from Science 
and Health. 28 In the Journal for the 
following month, the report of the 
October 1891 meeting of the Alumni 
Association of the Massachusetts 
Metaphysical College29 stated: "Much 
was said in favor of the Bible Lessons, 
of how much they had accomplished 
in the Sunday services .... "30 However, 
as announced in the Journal just two 
months later, Mrs. Eddy instituted 
a further development, stating that 
reading from Science and Health and 
the Bible, as well as a sermon, be in
cluded in the Order, and "that there be 
uniformity among Christian Scientists 
in their Church services. "31 

Significantly, it would be three 
years later, in December 1894, that 
Mary Baker Eddy would do away with 
personal preaching altogether for her 
church in Boston, by ordaining the 
Bible and Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures pastor over The 
Mother Church.32 In the new scheme, 
the Lesson-Sermon was to be read 
from the two books by two "Readers." 

A student, Daisette McKenzie, later re
lated what Mrs. Eddy had said regard
ing this action: 

"My students were preaching and 
were sending me copies of their 
sermons. They grew worse and 
worse. Finally one came which 
was so great a mixture that if I had 
not known the fact, I should not 
have been able to tell whether the 
writer were a Christian Scientist, 
a spiritualist or theosophist. I said 
to myself, 'Something must be 
done and at once.' I withdrew 
from all other work, and in soli
tude and almost ceaseless prayer 
I sought and found God's will. At 
the end of three weeks I received 
the answer, and it came to me as 
naturally as dawns the morning 
light. 'Why, of course, the Bible 
and Science and Health.' "33 

Student Irving C. Tomlinson later 
recalls his own reaction to the change: 

" ... could this startling innova
tion ... prove a success? Could 
a church replace an eloquent 
preacher with two readers and 
still continue to grow and pros
per? These questions disturbed 
many, including myself, who 
having but recently left the ranks 
of the clergy was accustomed to 
a personal preacher. But they did 
not disturb the Founder of the 
Christian Science movement. She 
asked only: What is God's direc-

tion? And as true as the needle to 
the pole, so true was she to the 
divine voice. 
'The word of God, not human 
views, should preach to human
ity,' Mrs. Eddy once said to me. 
Ever seeking to meet the need of 
her church more perfectly, she 
had in mind a still further step in 
the ordination of the impersonal 
pastor, a step destined to bring 
greater blessing to mankind. It 
was an education to observe this 
great woman as she obediently 
followed the leading of divine 
Mind in the spiritual evolution of 
the divine plan. "34 

The change for branch Churches of 
Christ, Scientist came in April 1895 
with this statement from Mary Baker 
Eddy in a Journal article: "Humbly, 
and as I believe, Divinely directed
I hereby ordain, that the Bible, and 
Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures, shall hereafter be the only 
pastor of the Church of Christ, Scien
tist, throughout our land, and in other 
lands."35 

Irving C. Tomlinson 

An astute observation regarding the 
change was made in an 1896 Journal 
article: 

"One of the grandest features of 
Christian Science is that it incul
cates that the acme of true living 
is in the hearing and obeying of 
God's Word directly ... 
The recent change in our Church 
service, in the nature of things, 
works greatly to bring this 
thought uppermost. "36 

In the January-March 1897 issue of 
the Quarterly the first "Explanatory 
Note" appeared, with the recommen
dation that it be read as a preface to 
each lesson in the Quarterly: 
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"These lessons are prepared by 
a Committee of Christian Scien
tists, but as to their number and 
the Scripture constituting each 
lesson, they follow the Inter
national Bible Lesson Series. 
The lesson-text of each of these 
lessons is supported by selections 
from the Bible, and the Christian 
Science textbook, 'Science and 
Health with Key to the Scrip
tures,' by the Rev. Mary Baker G. 
Eddy; the purpose being to em
phasize, corroborate and explain 
the lesson-text in its spiritual 
import, and its application to the 
present and future, as well as 
the past." 
A revised version, much more simi

lar to what is in use today, was pub
lished in the July-September issue, 
with a notice in the April1897 Journal 
that: "All the churches of our denomi
nation are respectfully requested to 
have the first Reader, read the follow
ing, at the opening of the Bible Lesson 
on Sunday. Mary Baker Eddy"37 The 
explanatory note as it appeared in the 
July-September Quarterly read: 

"Friends:- The Bible, and the 
Christian Science text-book are 
our only preachers. We now will 
read scriptural texts, and their 
correlative passages from our de
nominational text-book,- these 
comprise our sermon. 
The canonical writings, together 
with the word of our text-book, 
corroborating and explaining the 
Bible texts in their spiritual im
port and application to all ages, 
past, present, and future- con
stitute a sermon undivorced from 
truth, uncontaminated and un
fettered by human hypotheses, 
and authorized by Christ. 
The number of our Sunday les
sons and the Scripture they con
tain in the lesson-text follow the 
International Series. "38 

Mrs. Eddy's 26 Bible Lesson 
Subjects 

With the July-September 1898 issue 
of the Christian Science Quarterly, 
Mrs. Eddy introduced twenty-six new 
subjects39 on which to base the lessons 
for Sunday morning services. These 
lessons were printed right along with 
the International Series, which was 
used for the afternoon or evening 
services, until discontinued in April 
1899. After having been presented 
with an additional set of twenty-six 
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lesson subjects from well-meaning 
workers who felt there should be sep
arate subjects for each week of the 
year, she turned them down, saying 
"the original subjects were given of 
God - they are sufficient, and they 
will remain forever. "40 Referring to a 
series of four articles on "The Chris
tian Science Sermon" that appeared in 
the March 1899 issues of the weekly 
Christian Science Sentinel, one biog
rapher observes that "It was Mrs. 
Eddy's desire that Christian Science 
pulpits teach of God in God's way. The 
subjects she named covered, as she 
saw them, the essentials of Christian
ity, and followed the order she em
ployed in teaching her classes. "41 The 
first of these articles describes the 
lesson-sermons thusly: 

"As these discourses are made 
up wholly of passages from the 
Bible and the Christian Science 
text-book, they contain nothing 
of human opinion; they are de
void of man-made theories. They 
have no guesses at the future, no 
conjectures regarding the past, 
and no rudimentary exhortations 
about the present. They are free 
from sensationalism, and they 
make no effort to please the fancy 
or foster the pride of mortals. "42 

the International Series, were dropped 
with the April-June issue of the 
Christian Science Quarterly, and the 
Quarterly took on a format more like 
the one that is being published today. 

William P. McKenzie, a student of 
Mary Baker Eddy, began serving on 
the Bible Lesson Committee in 1896, 
when there were six members of the 
committee working on the prepara
tion of the lessons. At a point in 1905 
when he needed to make an extensive 
trip for his Christian Science lecturing 
engagements, his wife, Daisette, was 
proposed as a suitable substitute for 
him on the Bible Lesson Committee. 
Upon being asked about this, Mrs. 
Eddy replied in a letter to the McKen
zies, giving her view on the prepara
tion of the Lesson-Sermons: 

" ... Select with much study and 
care the correlative Scripture for 
the Sunday lessons. The field 
needs most the lines between 
Christian Science and scholastic 
theology drawn not too tight 
at first- but drawn distinctly, 
wisely, lovingly .... "44 

Makeup and Continuing Utility 
of the Lessons 

Irving C. Tomlinson once wrote 
regarding the Bible Lessons: "The 

Daisette and William McKenzie 

A further change was made in 1899, 
and was announced in the February 
23 issue of the Sentinel: "The subject 
of the Lesson-Sermon in the morning 
services of the Mother Church, and 
of the branch Churches of Christ, 
Scientist, shall be repeated at their 
second service on Sunday .... The sub
ject given in the International Series 
shall be discontinued. "43 Accordingly, 
the separate set of lessons for Sunday 
afternoons, based on the subjects of 

Lesson-Sermon is not a human, mate
rial structure. Like 'the tree of life,' it 
has its main trunk, or subject, which 
subdivides into six branches, upon 
which ripens 'the fruit of the Spirit,' 
and where grow the leaves of the tree 
'for the healing of the nations.' "45 

He was speaking of the actual lay
out, or structure, of the lessons. The 
main "trunk," or subject, is contained 
in the Golden Text, followed by a 
responsive reading which deals with 
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the same subject. According to Mr. 
Tomlinson, "the same Golden Text 
or Responsive Reading is not used 
oftener than once in three years; and 
no Bible or Science and Health pas
sage is ever repeated on successive 
Sundays." Of the six branches, or 
subtopics, each "has its own individ
uality; but they are all vitally con
nected with the trunk or main subject, 
as well as vitally connected one with 
the other." He goes on, "Although, nat
urally, the first section introduces, 
the last concludes, and the inter
mediate sections amplify the subject 
of the Lesson-Sermon ... there is no 
formula, no rigidly fixed order for 
these footsteps. "46 

In a 1941 Journal article that was 
based upon the March 1899 Sentinel 
articles, the Christian Science Bible 
Lesson Committee serving at the later 
date shared these thoughts on the 
Christian Science Lesson-Sermons: 

" ... every Christian Science ser
mon is intended to be a healing 
sermon and to present definitely 
and clearly some aspect of the 
broad subject of spiritual healing 
- the healing of sin, perhaps, 
or of faults of disposition, or 
the healing of fear, ignorance, or 
limitation. "47 

Because of the spiritually evolved 
and impersonal nature of the Chris
tian Science Bible Lesson-Sermon, the 
same comment made in a 1928 Jour
nal article can still be made today: 
"The type of Lesson-Sermon used 
:when Mrs. Eddy was here leading her 
church is still in use; and these ser
mons are equal in their exact state
ment of Christian Science to those 
published in the Christian Science 
Quarterly when she was personally 
among us. "48 

Thomas C. Proctor 
Cheryl P. Moneyhun 
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Vol. 29, No. 2, 1992, page 441, column 
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Vol. 31, No. 1, 1994, page 481, column 
1, line 33 - should correctly read "in 
1937." 
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and "denounced" added at the end of 
"Ancient and Modern Necromancy; or, 
Mesmerism and Hypnotism" thus reading 
"Ancient and Modern Necromancy, alias 
Mesmerism and Hypnotism, Denounced." 

eluded in an article by William P. McKen
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and Bible Teaching," The Christian Science 
Journal, Aug. 1941, Vol. 59, p. 245. 

45. Tomlinson, "The Christian Science Bible 
Lessons," The Christian Science Journal, 
Mar. 1923, Vol. 40, p. 485. 

40. Tomlinson, Twelve Years With Mary Baker 
Eddy, p. 145. 

41. Beasley, The Cross and The Crown, p. 549. 46. Ibid., pp. 485-486. 
42. "The Christian Science Sermon," Christian 

Science Sentinel, Mar. 2, 1899, Vol. 1, p. 5. 
47. "Divinely Inspired Sermons," The Chris

tian Science Journal, Oct. 1941, Vol. 59, 
p. 363. 43. "Notice," Christian Science Sentinel, Feb. 

23, 1899, Vol. 1, p. 15. 48. William Lyman Johnson, "The 'Christly 
Method,' " The Christian Science Journal, 
May 1928, Vol. 46, p. 61. 

44. This letter from M.B.G. Eddy to Mr. and 
Mrs. McKenzie dated Nov. 4, 1905, is in-

CHRONOLOGY: History and Development of the Christian Science 
Weekly Bible Lessons 

1780's 

1860's 

1872 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1894 

1895 

1897 
1898 

1899 

England- Robert Raikes develops a system to teach reading, writing, 
and church catechism to criminals and the poor. 
Need for uniform topic of study becomes a theme at Sunday-school 
teachers' institutes in the United States. 
Permanent foundation established for the Uniform Series of the Inter
national Sunday-school Bible Lessons, to be used by Protestant churches. 
The Christian Science Journal first includes Notes on the International 
Sunday-school Lessons written from a Christian Science standpoint, by 
Frank E. Mason, C.S.B., assistant pastor of the Church of Christ (Scientist), 
Boston. 
The Journal contains an announcement that the Christian Science Bible 
Lessons are in such demand that they will be issued as a regular serial, 
and recommended to be featured in Sunday services. 
Mrs. Eddy appoints a committee of four to prepare the Christian Science 
Bible Lessons, rather than one individual. 
(April) Christian Science Quarterly begins with the April-June issue. 
(May) Article appears in the Journal describing a successful experiment 
using selections from Science and Health and the Bible in place of a 
sermon. 
For uniformity among Christian Scientists in their church services, Mrs. 
Eddy submits an Order of Exercise which included reading from Science 
and Health and the Bible as well as a sermon. 
(December 14) Mrs. Eddy ordains the Bible and Science and Health as 
pastor for The Mother Church. 
(April Journal) The Bible and Science and Health ordained as dual pastor 
for all Churches of Christ, Scientist. 
The first "Explanatory Note" appeared in the January-March Quarterly. 
Mrs. Eddy's twenty-six lesson subjects introduced in the July-September 
Quarterly. 
(April-June Quarterly) Separate set of afternoon or evening lessons based 
on the International Series was discontinued. 
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