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A Message from the President
Dear Friends,
As this issue of Report to Members goes to press, we are preparing to launch a new website at www.longyear.org. It’s a
project we’ve been working on for over 18 months. The new website has a fresh, up-to-date look, is mobile friendly,
and is part of an overall streamlining of our business operations. This means that online sales, membership renewals,
and donations will now integrate seamlessly with the business and development systems we use in-house.
In addition to a new look,
you’ll notice that there is no
longer a members’ vault. All
of the information on the
site will be available to all
visitors. In an online world
where there is an abundance
of misinformation about
Mary Baker Eddy and her
discovery, the Longyear
website is designed to be
a resource for accurate
information, based firmly in
the historical record.
The need for accurate
information about the
Discoverer, Founder, and
Longyear’s website will have a fresh new look.
Leader of Christian Science
isn’t new, as Web Lithgow’s
feature article in this issue points out. In Part 1 of “A Westward Wind,” published last fall, Web brought out the
prevalence of false claimants to Christian Science in Chicago in the 1880s. The city was full of people espousing
healing methods they called “Christian Science,” but which were actually unrelated to Mary Baker Eddy’s Christian
system of healing.
Mrs. Eddy’s visit to Chicago in 1884, and especially the class she taught there, brought correct teaching to that city.
And correct teaching meant correct practice, which strengthened the movement and enabled Christian Science to
flourish throughout the Midwest and beyond. The inspiring accounts of Mary Melissa Hall, her daughter Minnie
Hall DeSoto, and others in Part 2 of “A Westward Wind,” published in this issue, are prime examples of the fruits of
that correct teaching. I’m sure you’ll enjoy reading about these consecrated individuals.
Presenting an accurate historical record of Mary Baker Eddy’s life and work and encouraging an appreciation of
her great service to mankind is at the heart of all Longyear does. The Report to Members and the new website —
scheduled to makes its debut in June — are just two of the ways we are striving to fulfill our mission.
As a Longyear member and donor, you play an important role in this work! Thank you for partnering with us.
Your generous, ongoing support is deeply appreciated.
Sincerely,

Sandra J. Houston, President
Cover photograph: Colorado Springs, Colorado, ca. 1870s, looking toward Pikes Peak. Courtesy Special Collections, Pikes
Peak Library District, 013-4111.
Cover advertisement: The Christian Science Journal, October 1886.

LAURA LATHROP
“I sat down there with my bonnet on and gave him treatment”
“Until I came in to the knowledge of Christian Science I never had one well day,”
Laura Lathrop writes.1 After her healing of a long-standing illness, she entered
the Massachusetts Metaphysical College in September 1885 to take Primary class
instruction with Mary Baker Eddy. Before the last day of class, Laura was asked
by her teacher to move to New York City and practice healing there. The following
excerpt sheds light on some of the fruits of her labor — and offers a sneak peek at
what you’ll find on our new website!
“The present generation cannot
measure adequately the struggles of the
pioneers in the work,” Laura Lathrop’s
friend William McCrackan would
write, “sent out to do unaccustomed
things at the request of the Leader,
feeling themselves perhaps unsuited
by training or lack of education…
doubting their own abilities, often beset
by financial difficulties, frequently
misrepresented by friend or foe….
Nothing but single-minded adherence
to the teachings of Christian Science
could have brought these persons…
through these trials to the extraordinary
successes which crowned their efforts.” 2

pew (Newman was a friend of the
Grant family), and treat him for an
annoying cough that was interrupting
his sermons.
Describing how she diligently treated
him during the church service (“I
didn’t hear a word he said, from first
to last”), Laura notes that Newman
thanked her gratefully afterwards.
“I had the best voice I have had in
weeks,” he told her, and urged her to
teach a class in the capitol.4
Laura Lathrop. Photograph, P3814,
Longyear Museum collection.

Laura Lathrop’s devotion to the healing work helped spur
the growth of Christian Science in New York City. When
favorable remarks were made about the religion from
the pulpit of Bishop John Philip Newman, a well-known
Methodist minister and former Chaplain of the United States
Senate, a curious press approached Laura to know more.
At first, Laura demurred from discussing details about her
practice of Christian Science. “[I]t is considered unprofessional
to disclose the names of one’s patients,” she explained,
eventually relenting since Mr. Newman himself had raised the
issue in his sermon.3 A few years earlier, she told her visitor,
Newman had been scheduled to preach in Brooklyn, but was
suffering from laryngitis. A friend persuaded him to consult
Laura, and she went to his hotel right away.
“I saw that his voice had gone to a mere whisper,” she recounts.
“I sat down there with my bonnet on and gave him treatment.”
Not only was Newman healed, Laura said, but he also
developed “a deep interest in the science which he has lately
called ‘advanced Christianity.’” He called on her professional
services again while she was visiting Washington, D.C., asking
her to come to his church, sit in General Ulysses S. Grant’s

In 1887, Laura did just that. Notable
members of that class (which included
Bishop Newman and his wife) were Susan B. Anthony and
the wives of two prominent California industrialists, Mark
Hopkins and Leland Stanford.5

To read more about how Laura Lathrop helped establish
Christian Science in New York City, visit www.longyear.org
for the full version of this article.
_______________________
This excerpt is from an article by Kelly Byquist, Longyear’s
Research and Collections Assistant.
NOTES
1. Autobiography of Mrs. Laura Lathrop, C.S.D., 1, Longyear Museum
collection.
2. William D. McCrackan, “Mrs. Laura G. Lathrop, C.S.D.,” The
Mary Baker Eddy Collection, The Mary Baker Eddy Library.
Mr. McCrackan was a Christian Science practitioner and teacher. He
would serve as Committee on Publication for New York, on the Board
of Lectureship, as First Reader of The Mother Church, Associate
Editor of the Christian Science periodicals, President of The Mother
Church, and as a Trustee of the Christian Science Publishing Society.
3. “Christian Science,” Times [Philadelphia], July 21, 1889.
4. Ibid.
5. Laura taught other notable students, including Bertha GuntherPeterson and Frances Thurber Seal, who were both instrumental
in bringing Christian Science to Germany.
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A WESTWARD WIND
Christian Science Teaching Goes West
PART 2:

Colorado

by Webster Lithgow
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“In 1884, I taught a class in Christian Science and formed a
Christian Scientist Association in Chicago. From this small
sowing of the seed of Truth, which, when sown, seemed the
least among seeds, sprang immortal fruits through God’s
blessing and the faithful labor of loyal students, — the
healing of the sick, the reforming of the sinner….”1
Mary Baker Eddy

In the 1800s in the United States, a westward wind stirred the air. As
settlers spread out from eastern states across the plains of the Midwest
toward the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific coast, an expansive, openminded spirit was sweeping the still-young nation. People were eager to
leave the old and move forward to new spaces, new ideas — no matter
what adventures might lie ahead.
That vigorous pioneering spirit was evident in Mary Baker Eddy’s
thousand-mile western journey in 1884 from Boston to Chicago. There,
she taught one class of 24 students and delivered a public address to a
small audience.2 It might seem that such a modest venture could make
little difference. But that historic missionary journey planted the correct
teaching of Christian Science healing. How that seed took root and grew
is evident in the stories of two frontier women in Colorado — stories that
would be echoed in thousands of lives across the American West.

Spread: Western wagon train.
Photograph, Charles Phelps Cushing,
ClassicStock, Getty Images.
Near right: Mary Baker Eddy, ca. 1885.
Photograph, P0017, Longyear Museum
collection.
Far right: Pamphlet for the
Massachusetts Metaphysical College,
1884. LMDB-8149, Longyear Museum
collection.
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Pioneer spirit in the Rockies
A forward-looking frontier spirit certainly characterized Mary
Melissa Hall of Denver. At age 16, back in her home state of
Michigan, she had married a man named Nathan Nye. Looking
to strike it rich in the Colorado gold fields, Mr. Nye brought his
wife and their two children by ox-drawn wagon to the Pikes
Peak area. Alas, Nye turned out to be an abusive alcoholic who
eventually took the children with him and abandoned Mary
Melissa in a mining camp.3 In short order, an ad hoc miners’
court was convened and granted her an uncontested divorce.4
In the winter of 1861, the young woman found herself living
on her own among prospectors encamped in a Colorado
mountain valley. One day, far off in the snow-covered hills,
there were gunshots — a signal for help. The miners formed
a rescue party and found two prospectors who had been
lost for weeks. Hardly able to crawl, the men had survived
starvation by boiling their boot tops and leather breeches
for food. The one who had fired the gun weighed only 48
pounds. His name was Charles Hall. Mary Melissa nursed
him back to health. Mr. Hall continued prospecting for gold,
but he would find his fortune with a salt spring, as salt was
of great value for metallurgy and other purposes. Hall went
on to establish a salt refinery, mines for other minerals, and a
cattle ranch in the hills. And he married his nurse.
As Hall’s wife, Mary Melissa spent the next years mainly at
his Salt Works Ranch. The remote location demanded selfreliance, independence, and courage. At one point, there
was a battle on the Hall property between Cheyenne and
Arapahoe tribes and their enemies, the Ute nation. The Utes
were on friendly terms with the settlers, and sometimes came
to the door for food. The ever-caring Mrs. Hall even nursed
wounded Ute fighters in her home.
There were also outlaws to contend with. One of them burst
into the Halls’ home one day when Mary Melissa was alone,
and threatened to kidnap her. She coolly raised a loaded
rifle and ordered him to put up his hands. The man quickly
obeyed — fortunately for him because, as one historical
account records, “Mrs. Hall was a dead shot!”5
This combination of motherly kindness and fortitude defines
the spirit of a woman who would pioneer Christian Science
in Colorado. Her children, too, would demonstrate that same
spirit.

Turning a sudden corner
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Charlie Hall’s mining ventures prospered. As the wilds
of Colorado Territory were tamed into the 38th state,6 he
became a business and government leader. In addition to the

Denver, Colorado, ca. 1880s. Courtesy Art Source
International, P-0300.

ranch, the Halls also occupied one of the larger homes
in Denver, where their daughter Minnie was born in
1863. A son, Charles, arrived in 1865, followed by
another daughter, Nettie, in 1869. In their younger
years, the Hall children spent most of their time at
Salt Works Ranch in the hills, where they often rode
four miles to school on horseback.7

Charles L. Hall

Mary Melissa Hall

Later, the family lived full time in Denver so the
children could attend local academies. Minnie’s
life-goal, at age 22, was to pursue art as a career.
She showed great promise, having studied painting
and sculpture in Chicago and New York, and she
had learned French and German in preparation for
studying in Europe.8
But then debilitating physical troubles overtook her mother
— and, suddenly, all of their lives turned a corner. In early
1884, Mrs. Hall lost her sight. She was told the condition was
irreversible. Then, she injured her foot severely. For a year
and a half, she could neither see nor walk. Doctors in Denver
diagnosed the foot injury as life threatening. They foresaw the
possible necessity of amputation.
This plucky frontier woman would have none of that. In June of
1885, she and her daughters boarded a New York-bound train,
hoping to find more advanced treatment in the East. They did
find it — but not at all the way they expected.

“The blind see, the lame walk”
En route, the Halls stopped off for a brief stay in Chicago. While
there, they met a friend whom doctors had diagnosed with
cancer. Now, she was recovered — due entirely, she told them, to
Christian Science. Mrs. Hall had resigned herself to blindness,
but this new approach to healing impressed her. Accustomed
to heading in new directions, she decided to stay in Chicago
and try this Christian Science treatment for her injured foot.
She and her daughters contacted Roger Sherman, who was
fresh from Mary Baker Eddy’s Primary class in Chicago,
and her Normal class in Boston. It took two men to carry
Mrs. Hall up the steps to Mr. Sherman’s office. While treatment
progressed, Minnie and Nettie threw themselves into studying
Mrs. Eddy’s book Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures,
reading it aloud to their mother day and night. Minnie reports:
“At the end of three months, we were rewarded by ‘the light
coming into the eyes,’ as she expressed it.” 9 Soon, their mother
was walking. And she could see! Guests at their boarding house
were amazed — so much so, that some of them took up the
study of Christian Science themselves.
Like his son Roger, Bradford Sherman had just completed
the Normal class with Mrs. Eddy. One of the first classes he
taught on his return to Chicago included Mrs. Hall and her
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daughters. Minnie describes what occurred
during this experience and the months preceding
it as “the unfolding of a Christian life from the old
school to the new, from being unable to pray with
understanding, to that understanding gained by
Divine Science.”10
In September, after their class with Bradford
Sherman, the Halls packed up and headed home.
What happened next embodied the exuberance
with which Christian Science flourished in
America’s West.

Patients on packing crates
The Hall family was well known in Denver, as
Bradford Sherman
Roger Sherman
were Mrs. Hall’s aﬄictions. When she returned
home healed, word traveled fast. The news was
also spread by an unlikely courier — a somewhat
that, he found he had no time for work. “All I can do,” he said, “is
ragged, white-haired scissors-grinder. He was a familiar
to tell people how I was healed. They stop me at every corner.”11
character around town, easily spotted by his scraggly white
Thanks to that one woman, Mary Melissa Hall, her two young
beard — and his crutches. Years earlier, he had lost the use of
daughters, and a poor scissors-grinder, word of Christian
his legs, and now, swinging between his crutches, he hobbled
Science spread through the city. Before long, people were
from door to door plying his trade. One day, he came to the
coming to the Halls’ home for healing at a rate of up to a
Halls’ to sharpen some knives. As he worked, Minnie told him
hundred visitors a day.
how her mother’s foot and eyesight had been healed and tried
to convey what she had learned about Christian Science. She
Correct Christian Science teaching
must have shared this with great conviction, because the man
insisted that Minnie herself come to his home the very next day
comes to Denver
to heal his crippled legs. Minnie agreed.
Mrs. Hall quickly saw that more Christian Science healers were
Her mother would not have her 22-year-old daughter going
off to visit a man alone, and so she went along with her. They
found his cabin and knocked on the door. The tiny home’s one
small sitting room was furnished only with a bed and some
grocer’s packing crates. Seated on the crates were the man’s
ailing neighbors, waiting expectantly. The scissors-grinder
had invited them to come and be cured. Just like that, Minnie
and her mother were plunged into the practice of Christian
Science healing!
The small house offered no place for privacy, so the novice
practitioners improvised. They went around the circle from
person to person, sharing statements of truth as best they
could. Each patient who came that day was soon healed. One
of them, a consumptive who had not been expected to live
more than a day or two, was restored to health and went to
work as an express man at the Denver train depot.
For his own part, the scissors-grinder improved rapidly. One
day while treating him, Minnie simply told him to walk, if
that was what he wanted. He rose and took a few steps. His
astonished 16-year-old child had never seen him walk before.
Within three weeks, the man threw away his crutches. After
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needed. And this growth called for the same correct teaching
she had received from Bradford Sherman — which he had
received directly from Mary Baker Eddy. Mrs. Hall wrote to
Mr. Sherman urging him to come to Denver to teach a class
in Christian Science healing. She had barely ten students lined
up, but she promised him there would be more. So certain
was she, that she deposited a thousand-dollar advance in the
bank to guarantee that enrollments would cover expenses.12
Her husband warned that she was going to lose the money,
because there would never be that many people willing to take
up the study.
Charlie Hall hadn’t reckoned with the number of people who
were being healed by his wife and daughters. By the time
Sherman arrived in December, nearly 100 prospective pupils
had signed up! They had to be divided into classes, which
Sherman taught day and night. Then he returned to Chicago.
Just weeks later, the Halls gathered another batch of
students. This time there were about 45. In February 1886,
Bradford Sherman was again on the west-bound train to
teach in the Rockies. Thus it was that, little more than a
year after Mary Baker Eddy’s westward-looking mission

talking about. Minnie repeated her offer. Out of
little more than courtesy, Ella consented. Without
wasting a minute, Minnie began a brief prayerful
treatment.
“An extraordinary change came over me,” Ella
recalls. “A great peace enfolded me….”

Minnie B. Hall

Ella Peck Sweet

to Chicago, Colorado was home to nearly 150 class-taught
Christian Scientists.

Darkness before the dawn
One of those newly-minted Christian Scientists was Ella Peck
Sweet, who until recently had been a hopeless invalid. Back
in 1845, the Pecks of Ohio had taken their seven-year-old
daughter Ella and joined a wagon train rolling west, settling
near the Missouri/Illinois border. There, when she was 20,
Ella married John L. Sweet. From childhood, Ella’s health had
been frail at best. As a wife and mother, her life was largely
confined inside her home, due to illness.
Around 1878, seeking new opportunities, the Sweets trekked
further west to Buffalo Springs, Colorado. They were also
hoping the climate might invigorate Ella. Instead, she grew
worse. In the mountain passes around their remote village,
her outlook dimmed. For five long years, failing health
clouded her days in bleak despair. Ella would later call this
time her “darkness before the dawn.” In desperation, the
Sweets moved down from the hills to Denver, but the family
feared they would soon lose Ella.

An extraordinary change
In the mountain country, Ella had become acquainted with
Mary Hall and her daughters. After the Sweets were settled
in town, Minnie Hall paid a visit. It was just weeks after she
and her mother had returned from Chicago, and Minnie was
brimming with enthusiasm for Christian Science. Knowing
her friend had come to Denver expecting to die, Minnie
described her mother’s healing. Then, abruptly, Minnie asked
if she might heal Ella through Christian Science. Ella was
speechless — hardly grasping what her young friend was

As that day wore on, her family sensed that
something new was stirring in her. When Ella
woke up the next morning, she found herself
staring into the eyes of her young daughter,
who was leaning on her mother’s pillow intently
staring back at her. “Mamma, you are not
going to die, are you?” the girl said. “No, child,”
Ella replied with new confidence, “I am going
to live.”13

“Thus began my pioneer work”
During the weeks that followed, Ella Peck Sweet dove into
studying Science and Health. She had always loved the Bible.
Now, the familiar scriptures lit up with new meaning for her.
Soon she was completely well. She resolved to dedicate her
life to helping others, and in December she was among the
hundred students in one of Bradford Sherman’s first classes in
Denver. Soon, Ella’s improved health and spirits had people
talking, and she herself was being called on to heal the sick.
Her first patient was a woman with inflammatory rheumatism
so severe she could be turned in bed only by being lifted
gingerly on a sheet. After one Christian Science treatment by
Ella, the woman perked up and showed improvement. In a
few treatments, she was up and about, as well as ever.
The next patient was a child seized by an epileptic fit. The
child had been subject to these attacks since birth, but during
Ella’s first treatment, the seizure stopped. The epileptic fits
never recurred.
Soon there were other cases, including one of cancer and
another of hemorrhage. “[B]oth received almost instantaneous
healing,” Ella tells us, summing up simply, “Thus began my
pioneer work in Colorado.”14

The need for teachers
As these events were taking place in the far West, back in
Boston Mary Baker Eddy was seeing the urgent need for more
correct teaching. Imitators, plagiarizers, and outright frauds
were spreading distortions and errors and seeking to capitalize
on the increasing fame of Christian Science. As she wrote to a
Chicago student: “There are twenty false lecturers and teachers
to one that is true.”15 Could these be taken as other versions
7

Spread: Panorama of Denver. Photograph, L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library,
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. MSS-1608 item 214.
Pamphlet: Christian Science: No and Yes, published 1887. Mrs. Eddy later revised and retitled it
No and Yes. LMDB-10613, Longyear Museum collection.

of the truth — competitive brands of the same Science? Mrs.
Eddy’s answer would be a resounding no. Her booklet No and
Yes made the following points:
n
n

n

n
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“My hygienic system rests on Mind, the eternal Truth....”

To counteract that flood, she called for more practitioners to
become teachers, prepared by her in the Normal class at the
Massachusetts Metaphysical College. Bradford Sherman of
Chicago had been one who answered that call. Another would
be young Minnie Hall.

“... there is but one standard statement, one rule, and one
Principle for all scientific truth.”

“Go forth and teach”

“As a science, this system is held back by the common
ignorance of what it is and what it does, and (worse still)
by those who come falsely in its name.”

In 1886, 23-year-old Minnie laid aside her life-long ambition
in fine art to devote herself to the “divine art” of Christian
Science healing.17 Teaching that art would soon follow.

“Taking advantage of the present ignorance in relation to
Christian Science Mind-healing, many are flooding our
land with conflicting theories and practice.”16

The very next year, Minnie received a telegram inviting her
to attend the Normal class in Boston. At that moment, she
happened to be visiting San Francisco. True to character,

Minnie telegraphed her acceptance, packed up, hopped on a
train, steamed across the continent, and arrived just in time
to begin the course. After her class with Mrs. Eddy, she wrote:
“The Truth drawn from her lessons and association
with her changed the whole character of one’s future
years, and her own wonderful spirituality seemed to
be imparted to her faithful students.”18
Returning home, Minnie lost no time in starting the Colorado
Christian Science Institute. Over the next 12 months, in and
around Denver, she taught 13 classes.19

Readiness
After Ella Peck Sweet’s class with Bradford Sherman, she was
answering calls for help throughout Denver. Her healings
came to the attention of Mrs. Eddy, who invited her to join
the Normal class in Boston in April 1886 — the same one that
Minnie Hall raced across the country to attend. But Ella had
been too modest to ask patients for payment, and instead had
been doing her healing work at no charge. As a result, she had
to reply, sadly, that she didn’t have enough money to make the
trip east. In response, Mrs. Eddy told her to be in readiness for
the next Normal class.23

Wanting to do more for the Cause, Minnie wrote Mrs. Eddy
several times asking whether she might be more helpful to
her in Boston. Mrs. Eddy’s answer came back: No — she was
most needed in the West. Minnie was told that her teaching
was helping the Cause, and thus was truly helping her
Leader.20 During one of Minnie’s visits to Boston, Mrs. Eddy
instructed her, “My dear, go forth and teach and never stop
teaching until I tell you to, and open your mouth and it
shall be filled.” 21

Then came what looked like a further set-back. John
Sweet’s business required that the family move back to their
isolated home in the mountains, wrenching Ella away from
her growing field in the city. Despite the remoteness of the
location, news of Ella’s restored health attracted requests
for healing, which flowed in from far and wide. Now, in
obedience to Mrs. Eddy’s admonition to all Christian Science
practitioners, Ella charged appropriate fees. A year later, in
1887, when Mrs. Eddy again invited her to join the Normal
class, Ella’s profuse healing work had provided ample funds.24

Minnie was obedient to her teacher, and she continued
to teach and heal into the 1950s, when she recalled that
during all the years of her Christian Science practice, she
had never had fewer than five patients a day.22

Upon her return from Mrs. Eddy’s instruction, Ella set out
over Colorado’s twisting mountain roads and rail lines in a
hundred-mile circuit of healing — and now teaching — in
towns with names like Pueblo, Salida, Buena Vista, Canon

Minnie Hall Perry, C.S.D, and one of
her Primary classes, ca. 1900. Minnie
sits with the open book, front row,
3rd from left. In the back row, 2nd
from left, is Minnie’s daughter, Mary
Antoinette Perry. Minnie had married
William R. Perry in 1887. Antoinette
— “Tony,” as she was known to family
and friends — went on to a wellknown theatrical career, including
producing and directing the Broadway
hit “Harvey” in 1944. As a memorial to
her, after her passing, the American
Theater Wing created an annual
prize for theatrical excellence:
The Antoinette Perry Award —
nicknamed after her, the “Tony”.
Photograph, P1458-1, Longyear
Museum collection.
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City, and Colorado Springs. She, and others like her, began
gathering people into associations, societies, and churches.
In Colorado Springs, within a few years of such healing
and teaching, there were 46 charter members forming a
branch church there. The church Board called Ella to be the
congregation’s preacher. (This was in the days before Mrs.
Eddy ordained the Bible and Science and Health as pastor of
her church.) When the Sweets moved back into Denver —
again to accommodate John’s business needs — Ella continued
to serve First Church of Christ, Scientist, Colorado Springs,
as preacher and then First Reader. She writes:
“…during a period of six years, I traveled to the Springs
on Saturday afternoon, holding the testimonial
meeting Saturday evening and preaching on Sunday
morning, occasionally going on to Pueblo and Canon
City to preach Sunday evenings.”25
The round trip was over 150 miles each week — strenuous
work for a woman who, a few years earlier, had despaired of
her very life. Ella tells us:
“I was a pioneer and many problems awaited my
advancing steps…. [B]ut when my courage faltered,
I had but to think of our brave and dearly loved
Leader, who, quite alone, had reopened the trail
blazed by the great Master, and new inspiration
would come and the way smooth before me….”26

High bridge near Buena Vista, Colorado.
Courtesy Library of Congress.
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A westward wind
Ella Peck Sweet was, indeed, a pioneer — one among many
others trained by Mary Baker Eddy. Ella and her young friend
Minnie Hall were two of the 250 teachers sent out from the
Massachusetts Metaphysical College in the 1880s to spread
Christian Science as taught by its Discoverer. Among them
were individuals who would go on to fill important roles
in the organization of her church, and serve as staff in her
household.27 By the turn of the century, those hundreds of
teachers had mushroomed into thousands of class-taught
Christian Scientists. That surge, under Mrs. Eddy’s instruction
and leadership, carried Christian Science on a westward
wind to the Pacific Coast of the United States and around the
country and beyond. Years later, Minnie Hall DeSoto wrote of
the responsibility she felt to disseminate her Leader’s teaching:
“...the opportunity of studying with Mrs. Eddy was
the greatest privilege which could come to any
human being in this age, and with it we realized the
great obligation to pass on for future generations this
memory and example, as well as the pure Science
which she gave us.”28
_______________________
Web Lithgow, Multimedia Producer for Longyear Museum,
has written and directed six Longyear documentary films,
and has written numerous articles for Longyear’s Report to
Members and website.
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15. Mary Baker Eddy to Ellen Brown, August 8, 1887, L07867, The
Mary Baker Eddy Collection, The Mary Baker Eddy Library,
hereafter referenced as MBEL.
16. Mary Baker Eddy, No and Yes, 2, 10, 11. The book was first
published in pamphlet form in August 1887 under the title
Christian Science: No and Yes, and distinguished sharply between
authentic Christian Science teaching and its imitators.

17. The Art of Healing by Divine Power was the title of Mrs. Eddy’s first
lecture in Boston in 1878. Robert Peel, Mary Baker Eddy: The Years
of Trial (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1971), 61.
18. Reminiscences of Mrs. Minnie Hall (Murphy) De Soto, C.S.D., 9.
After Perry’s passing, Minnie married Edward R. Murphy in May
1910, and would later marry Emilio De Soto in 1930.
19. It wasn’t an unusual practice at this time to teach multiple classes
per year.
20. Mary Baker Eddy to Minnie B. Hall De Soto, May 26, 1886, L05494,
MBEL; Minnie B. Hall De Soto to Mary Baker Eddy, June 15, 1902,
223a.37.018, MBEL; Minnie B. Hall De Soto to Mary Baker Eddy,
February 21, 1903, 223a.37.019, MBEL; Mary Baker Eddy to Minnie
B. Hall De Soto, January 29, 1906, L05518, MBEL; Mary Baker
Eddy to Minnie B. Hall De Soto, January 30, 1907, L05521, MBEL.
21. Minnie B. Hall De Soto reminiscences, 3, MBEL.
22. Ibid., 4.
23. An Account of Pioneer Experiences, 10. Although Mrs. Eddy
regularly discounted or waived tuition for her Primary classes, she
had a different thought about Normal class tuition. She explains:
“The student who pays must of necessity do better than he who
does not pay…. No discount on tuition was made on higher classes,
because their first classes furnished students with the means of
paying for their tuition in the higher instruction….” Mary Baker
Eddy, Rudimental Divine Science, 14.
24. An Account of Pioneer Experiences, 10. In 1894, Mrs. Eddy invited
certain of her Normal class students to contribute $1,000 each to
the fund for building the Original Edifice of The Mother Church. At
first, Ella was taken aback: “Such a sum of money had never been
in my hands,” she recalled, but she found that “infinite resources
seemed at once opened to me, and at the appointed time the
amount was mine to send, and my gratitude for this great proof of
Love’s supply was unbounded.” Ibid., 25-26.
25. Ibid., 25. In 1895, after Mrs. Eddy replaced preaching in branch
churches with readers, Ella was elected First Reader at Colorado
Springs. She would later devote herself to First Church of Christ,
Scientist, Denver.
26. An Account of Pioneer Experiences, 22.
27. In 1904, Mrs. Eddy interviewed
Ella Peck Sweet at Pleasant View,
Concord, New Hampshire, and
asked her to be a metaphysical
worker in her household. Ella
assisted there for six months,
during a challenging period of
church construction in Boston
and Concord.
28. Reminiscences of Mrs. Minnie Hall
(Murphy) De Soto, C.S.D., 9.
		

Ella Peck Sweet at
Pleasant View, 1904.
Photograph, private collection.

PHOTOS p.5: Charles L. Hall. Courtesy Salt Works Ranch collection; Mary Melissa Hall, ca. 1886. Photograph, P0626-1, Longyear
Museum collection. p.6: Bradford Sherman, C.S.D. Glass plate negative, Longyear Museum collection; Roger Sherman, C.S.D.
Photograph, P1248-1, Longyear Museum collection. p. 7: Minnie B. Hall, C.S.D, ca. 1900. Photograph, P1458-1, Longyear Museum
collection; Ella Peck Sweet, ca. 1885. Glass plate negative, Longyear Museum collection.
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Portrait conservation at Longyear
Over a century ago, Mary Beecher Longyear made up her mind
that the historic evidence of Mary Baker Eddy and the early
days of the Christian Science movement should not be allowed
to disappear. During the decades that followed, she collected
papers, photographs, books, artifacts, and houses that preserve
that history in accurate detail.
As part of this endeavor, Mrs. Longyear commissioned
portraits of many early Christian Scientists and sought out
their stories in reminiscences and letters. She envisioned a
gallery where people could view portraits of these Christian
Science pioneers and learn how they aided Mrs. Eddy and
the rapid growth of her church through their individual
inspiration, dedication, and whole-hearted work.
At present, 270 portraits are stored in Longyear’s climatecontrolled vault and exhibited in its Portrait Gallery. The
collection is inspected on a regular schedule, frames are
cleaned and repaired, and any need for special treatment is
noted. Professional conservators and art restorers, usually
working on-site in the Museum’s conservation lab, clean and
restore painted surfaces, frames, and canvas backings — often
a costly process. Conservation of this legacy is funded by a
Charitable Lead Unitrust established by a Longyear member.
This generous gift assures that the lives these portraits represent
will not be forgotten, but will continue to inform and inspire
generations to come.
The Pioneers Gallery on Longyear’s new website will feature
photographs of the portrait collection.
Top left: Members of Longyear’s collections staff inspect
portraits of Mary Melissa Hall and her daughter Minnie Hall
DeSoto. Left: Rolling expansion bays protect portraits in one of
the Museum’s vaults. Below: Visitors study paintings of Laura
Lathrop and Alfred Farlow in Longyear’s Portrait Gallery.
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Why preserve the Mary Baker Eddy Historic Houses?
Consider this landmark in North Groton, New Hampshire…

…before Longyear
acquired it
Well before her discovery of
what she named Christian
Science, the future Mary Baker
Eddy lived here for five pivotal
years in the 1850s. After she
left, the house was moved to
another site where it deteriorated to a
run-down shack in the backwoods of New
Hampshire. Decades later, in 1907, this
dismal photograph was used in a hostile
magazine article to demean Mrs. Eddy
and the religious movement she founded.
This is how myths and misrepresentations
spring up.

Today, thanks to your support, Longyear

preserves eight such waymarks that help shed light on
different stages of Mrs. Eddy’s experience, from the struggles
of her earlier New Hampshire years to the years of authority
represented by her home in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts.
Her story is rekindled as visitors cross each threshold to
stand in the very rooms where she lived and worked.

Below from left to right: Kitchen at 400 Beacon Street, Chestnut
Hill, Mass.; 8 Broad Street, Lynn, Mass.; Parlor, North Groton,
N.H.; 23 Paradise Road, Swampscott, Mass.

…and after.
In 1920, Mary Beecher Longyear
acquired the house, moved it back to its
original site, and restored it. Now in the
Museum’s care, the rescued home offers
visitors an accurate
representation of
Mrs. Eddy’s life and
work during this
period, as she followed
the sometimes
difficult path that led
her to the discovery of
Christian Science.

Thank you for considering a gift to the
Mary Baker Eddy Historic House Appeal!
Your support helps with the upkeep of these
irreplaceable houses, funding special projects as
well as ongoing care, from heat and electricity to
security, snow removal, on-site managers, and more.
To make a gift online, please visit www.longyear.org
and click on “Support Longyear,” or use the enclosed
envelope.

1125 Boylston Street
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467-1811

Longyear Museum Established 1923
1125 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467-1811
800.277.8943 or 617.278.9000
www.longyear.org

Are you planning to visit Boston
this June?
We’d love to see you!

Longyear Museum is an independent historical
museum dedicated to advancing the understanding
of the life and work of Mary Baker Eddy, the Discoverer,
Founder, and Leader of Christian Science.
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Longyear Museum owns eight historic houses
in which Mary Baker Eddy lived:
Amesbury, Mass.
North Groton, N.H.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
Rumney, N.H.
Concord, N.H.
Stoughton, Mass.
Lynn, Mass.
Swampscott, Mass.

MARY BAKER EDDY
HISTORIC HOUSE FUND

Support the Mary Baker Eddy
Historic House Fund with
a tax-deductible contribution!

Your support is needed and appreciated. You can give online at
www.longyear.org, by calling 800.277.8943, ext. 220, or by mailing
your gift to Longyear Museum in the enclosed envelope.

Follow Longyear on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/LongyearMuseum
And on Instagram at
www.instagram.com/longyearmuseum/
© 2018 Longyear Museum. All rights reserved.

Longyear Museum will be open for visitors, and offering
special programs and special guided tours of three of the
Mary Baker Eddy Historic Houses in Massachusetts — Lynn,
Swampscott (pictured above), and Chestnut Hill — from Friday,
June 1 through Wednesday, June 6. Limited transportation is
available to the houses in Lynn and Swampscott for $20 per
person. Reservations are encouraged. Please call Laura Distel at
617.278.9000, ext. 275, or visit www.longyear.org/special-toursjune-2018 for a full schedule of events and hours.
All eight of the Mary Baker Eddy Historic Houses are open to the
public from May 1 through October 31. The Museum is open year
round. Admission for Longyear members is always free.
After July 1, the Chestnut Hill house will be unfurnished pending
restoration.

